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TGIF thanks those who Christmas Merry for all our Foster Children! 
     TGIF would like to thank the following individuals and organizations for 
assisting us in making our Christmas Party a huge success: Toys for Tots Dallas-
Ft. Worth, Better Way Apostolic Baptist Church of Ft. Worth, Fearless Dance 
Company of Dallas, our Foster Parents and the TGIF Staff! 
 

The need for more Foster Parents in Texas at all-time high. 
 

   Everyday TGIF is called in an effort to place more children in our Foster homes. 
We do not have the capacity to meet the ever growing need for more and more 
placements. The need is acute in Texas and we need everyone’s help in 
identifying individuals and families who are interested in learning more about 
the joys and challenges of fostering. 
     There are three groups of children that are especially underserved by the 
foster care system:  
 

TEENAGERS, PREGNANT TEENS, SIBLING GROUPS & INFANTS 
 

    Families are being torn apart because we cannot identify families willing to  
care for teens, three or more siblings and infants. If you are interested and have 
the space in your home, TGIF needs your help immediately. We will assist you in 
navigating the licensing process while providing you all of the necessary training.  
     Abuse, neglect and family separation are significant problems in Texas, and 
without help, the long-term impact on these children can prevent them from  
living productive lives.  
 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ASSISTING TEXAS CHILDREN 
CALL US IMMEDIATELY! 

855-948-0500 
 

 

                                      
 

Photos from the DFW TGIF Foster 
Children Christmas Party 

 
(Top) The Fearless Dance Company 

with Santa and his reindeer. (Middle) 
Better Way Apostolic Baptist Church 

members and friends prepare 
breakfast. (Bottom) Henry Johnson 

and his provided pony rides for all the 
children at the event. 

 



   

Fun was the theme of the day as TGIF Foster Children celebrated Christmas at 
parties in Beaumont, Ft. Worth and Houston. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

How to Discipline a Foster Child 

     As a foster parent, it is important to thoughtfully and lovingly discipline 
your foster children to help them learn the appropriate ways to behave. 
The goal of discipline is to teach the child to evaluate his own behavior, 
and to adjust it accordingly.  
     It is important not to show anger to your foster child or to treat him 
unfairly. Remember that you are teaching him lessons that he may not 
have learned with his birth family. Stay patient and loving, while 
consistently administering discipline. 
     When someone becomes a foster parent or adopts a child they are 
often put into a position to manage difficult behaviors. The children in the 
foster care system have usually endured abuse and neglect and often 
express their feelings through negative behavior. 
        Since Foster Parents are not allowed to use corporal punishment with 
foster children, we have identified a few child discipline ideas that helped 
numerous foster and adoptive families: 
 

Step1 Explain the house rules when your foster child arrives in your 
home. Let the child know what the laws of the land are, and what the 
consequences will be if the rules are broken. Do this in a gentle and age-
appropriate manner, and don't overwhelm the child with a long list of 
rules. A few simple and broad rules, such as "clean up your messes," and 
"use respectful language," are better than a lot of rules about trivial 
matters. 
 

Step 2 Give one warning when the child begins to misbehave. Remind her 
of the rule that she has begun to break, and give her the chance to change 
her behavior. 
 

Step 3 Consistently and matter-of-factly enforce the stated consequences 
when the child misbehaves again. Do not allow the child to talk you out of 
discipline or get into the habit of giving more than one chance. Effective 
consequences depend on the offense and the age of the child and may 
include time-outs, removal of privileges or an extra chore. 
 

Step 4 Avoid using punishments that are prohibited by your foster care 
system. These include any type of corporal or physical punishment, 
denying the child food, cruelty, humiliation, verbal abuse and removing 
the child's right to communicate with his natural family. 
 

Step 5 Follow up any punishment with assurance that you still care for 
the child and a reminder of the rules. Discuss with her how she could have 
avoided breaking the rules and what a better course of action would be 
for next time.  

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

            

TTGGIIFF  MMoonntthhllyy  FFoosstteerr  PPaarreenntt  OOrriieennttaattiioonnss  
Interested in Becoming a Foster Parent?  

Do you know someone who is? 
Call us. --- Send them to us. 

___________ 

 

Fort Worth 

ORIENTATION 3rd MONDAY 
EVERY MONTH. 

All orientations begin at 6:00 p.m. in the 
TGIF office located at 

4109 Mansfield Highway 
Fort Worth, TX 76119 
Phone: 817-561-4149 

 

                                     Houston 

ORIENTATIONS on CALL! 
Phone: 713-644-2600 
Ask for Sharon Cash 

 

Dallas 

ORIENTATION 2nd TUESDAY 
EVERY MONTH. 

All orientations begin at 6:00 p.m. in the 
TGIF office located at 

8500 North Stemmons Freeway 
Suite 3070 

Dallas, Texas 75247 
Phone: 214-377-8147 

 

Beaumont 

ORIENTATION 1st MONDAY 
EVERY MONTH. 

All orientations begin at 5:00 p.m. in the 
TGIF office located at 

2345 IH-10 East, Suite 4 
Beaumont 77702 

Phone: 409-892-1808 
 

If you have any questions please 
call your local TGIF office. 

 
 
The Grandberry Intervention Foundation 
(TGIF) was founded in response to a need for 
quality safe homes for children who have 
suffered abuse and/or neglect. TGIF is a faith-
based 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization that 
provides quality services to children and 
families through an array of programs and 
services. 
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Director’s Message 
 

Hello to all of the TGIF Family, 
 

    I want to talk to you this issue about the great challenges and vast opportunities 
facing TGIF as we enter 2016. As you may know, every day scores of young people 
are legally taken from their biological parents by the state and it is our mission to 
assist these children who are literally left homeless as a result of neglect or abuse 
by their parents.  
    Each day TGIF receives calls from the state attempting to place children in our 
Foster Homes and it is truly heartbreaking when we have to tell them we do not 
have any beds or, our current Foster Parents will not accept a particular child. We 
know fostering is not for everyone but we need your help to identify more 
individuals and families who are willing to open their home and their hearts to 
our children.     
      To that end, I am proud to announce that beginning immediately, TGIF will pay 
a $100 stipend to any Foster Parent who refers an individual or family to us who 
becomes a licensed Foster Parent. We certainly need your help to expand our 
roster of Foster Parents. 
    Lastly, don’t forget our Website: www.tgifoundation.org and, “like” us on 
Facebook at The Grandberry Intervention Foundation-TGIF. 
    Once again, thank you for everything you do! 

 

    Ms. G. 
 

 

Foster Parent Tip – 
Don’t bring up any other “parents” unless the child does. 

 
      Some kids want to “forget” and “some kids will ALWAYS compare you to 
another parent. If you are constantly being compared, say something like “I 
understand that your bio-mother cut the sandwich better than me, I am trying the 
best I can and I hope we can work on making it better together.” 
     NEVER disrespect any other parents, even if they did terrible things to the 
child. Be honest, but don’t judge. Validate the child’s feelings and listen.  
     Example: “LT, I hear that you are really angry at your bio-mom and you have 
every right to be, she hurt you really bad. It was not your fault; your mother 
should have kept you safe.” 
     Something like that. No disrespect to the mother, but truth and validation.           
Remember, that the child loves their parents and needs to heal and understand at 
their own pace. 

Preventing the Flu: Good Health Habits Can Help Stop Germs 
 

1. Avoid close contact. Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you 
are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them from getting sick too. 
2. Stay home when you are sick. If possible, stay home from work, school, and 
errands when you are sick. This will help prevent spreading your illness to others. 
3. Cover your mouth and nose. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when 
coughing or sneezing. It may prevent those around you from getting sick. 
4. Clean your hands. Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. 
If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub. 
5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs are often spread when a 
person touches something that is contaminated with germs and then touches his 
or her eyes, nose, or mouth. 
6. Practice other good health habits. Clean and disinfect frequently touched 
surfaces at home, work or school, especially when someone is ill. Get plenty of 
sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat 
nutritious food. 
 

 
Sharon J. Grandberry, TGIF Director 
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 “Children have never been very good at 
listening to their elders, but they have 

never failed to imitate them.” 
  — James Baldwin 

 

 
DFW- Toys for Tots workers after they  

loaded gifts for TGIF. 

 

Dear Foster Parents 
 

     Here’s hoping you are having a 
blessed and rewarding Holiday Season. 
We’d like to discuss Foster Parent 
Notes.  
     Your notes are extremely important 
not only for your records and TGIF’s 
but also for your Foster Children.  
     Notes are important for seamless 
caring and well being of the children in 
our care. We must document every 
child’s development and as a Foster 
Parent no one spends more time with 
a child than you do.  
    Your notes are utilized to modify a 
child’s plans and without your input 
each child’s developmental history is 
truly incomplete. 
     Don’t hesitate to ask your Case 
Manager if you have any questions. 
     We are here to help! 
 

 

http://www.tgifoundation.org/
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TGIF Needs to Know! 
 

        How can we help you be a better Foster Parent?  
    Tell us what you need from TGIF to help you provide the 
best home and services you can for your Foster Child. Don’t 
be shy, nothing you say will be held against you. We need 
and appreciate your input. 
    So if you have questions, comments or suggestions, let 
your Case Manager of local office know right away. 
    We need and appreciate your input! 
 Once again please contact your case worker, your 
local office or email us at info@tgifoundation.org. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TGIF Recruiting New Foster Parents 
TGIF encourages citizens from every walk of life to 

get involved – as foster or adoptive parents, volunteers, 
mentors, employers or in other ways.  Will you help us 
recruit individuals and families like you to join us in these 
efforts? 

Encourage your friends to join you in helping our 
children. If you know someone who is ready to look into 
foster parenting have them call the local TGIF office or 
click on: www.tgifoundation.org. 
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TGIF OFFICES 
 

 4109 Mansfield Highway 
Fort Worth, Texas 76119 
817-561-4149 

 

 990 Interstate Highway-10 
Suite 215 
Beaumont, Texas 
409-892-1808 

 

 5330 Griggs Road 
A110 
Houston, Texas 77021 
713-644-2600 

 500 N. Stemmons Fwy. 
Suite 3070 
Dallas, Texas 75247 
214-377-8147 

 

Toll Free: 1-855-948-0500 

www.tgifoundation.org Like us on Facebook 

 

 

 

http://www.tgifoundation.org/

